
SHORT-TERM WORK PERMIT IN NIGERIA 

Are you planning to hire Expatriates for installation, maintenance, after-sales-services or any other 

short term assignment in Nigeria? The Nigerian Immigration Regulations provide for the hire of 

expatriates on a short term basis to carry out short-term assignments. Companies, Firms and 

Organizations wishing to go this route are required to process a Temporary Work Permit for the 

identified expatriate enabling him/her to be admitted into Nigeria to carry out the assignments stated 

in the approving document. Herewith are frequently asked questions and answers with respect to short 

term work permits.  

Q: What is a Temporary Work Permit (TWP)? 

A: A TWP is an entry permit available to expatriates who possess special skills and are invited to Nigeria 

by corporate bodies to carry out short term assignments. 

Q:  Is TWP a General Purpose Employment Permit? 

A: The TWP is not a general purpose employment permit but rather a Special Purpose Visa that only 

applies to expatriates invited to Nigeria to execute specialized short term assignments. 

Q: Who can benefit from the grant of a TWP? 

A: Companies, firms, organizations with physical presence in Nigeria or Nigerian subsidiaries of foreign 

companies and organizations who desire to hire qualified expatriates to provide specified short term 

assignments.  

Q: What are the services/assignments that qualify for the grant of a TWP? 

A: TWP Visa could be issued in respect of following services or assignments: 

 erection / after-sales installation work 

 feasibility studies 

 erection /installation work 

 repairs of machinery/equipment 

 research work 

 auditing of accounts 

 other qualifying  assignments as determined by the Immigration service  

Q: Is there any pre-condition to the issuance of a TWP? 

A:  A TWP can only be issued upon the approval of a TWP Cablegram by the Comptroller General of 

Immigration. The Cable is usually addressed to the Nigerian Embassy or High Commission in the 

beneficiary expatriate’s home country or country of residence and directs the issuance of a TWP Visa 

to the expatriate if local circumstances so permit. 

 

 

 



Q: Is the issuance of the Cable Mandatory? 

A: No. The issuance of the Cable is subject to the discretion of the Comptroller General of Immigration. 

However, this discretion is most often exercised in the case of applicants who fulfil the basic 

requirements for the grant of the Cable.  

Q: Can the issuance of the Cable be delegated to the Nigerian Embassy or High Commission in the 

Expatriate’s home or country of residence? 

A: No. The TWP Cable can only be issued by Comptroller General of Immigration or any other authorized 

Immigration Officer duly authorized by the Comptroller General to do so. 

Q: Who makes the application for the Issuance of a TWP Cable and to whom is it issued? 

A: The responsibility for applying for the Cable lies with the Company or Organization desiring to hire the 

services of the identified Expatriates. The Cable is addressed to the relevant Nigerian Embassy or 

Mission and issued to the applicant Company or Organization. 

Q: What are the documentary requirements for the processing of a TWP Cable? 

A: An applicant for a TWP Cable will be required to provide the following documents: 

 Data page of Expatriate’s International Passport 

 Curriculum vitae 

 Education certificates 

 Letter of invitation from the Nigerian company 

 Incorporation documents of the Nigerian Company 

 Application for Temporary Work Permit 

 Evidence of work to be performed in Nigeria 

 Any other document as may be requested by the Nigerian Immigration Service 

Q: What is the timeline for issuance of a TWP Cable? 

A: An application for a TWP Cable can be processed within 5 working days. 

Q: What happens after the issuance of the TWP Cable? 

A: The expatriate in respect of whom the TWP Cable is issued will be required to lodge a formal application 

letter at the Nigerian Embassy or Mission to which the cable had been sent for the issuance of a TWP 

Visa. 

Q: Does the issuance of Cable necessarily bind the Nigerian Ambassador or High Commissioner in the 

expatriate’s Country of residency to issue the TWP? 

A:  No. The issuance of the Cable is still subject to the fulfilment of other local conditions. Most Nigerian 

Embassies only grant TWP visas to expatriates that are lawfully resident in the countries in which they 

apply.  

Q: What is the timeline for the issuance of a TWP visa by the Nigerian Embassy or Mission? 

A: On the average, it takes approximately 5 working days to issue a TWP visa. 



Q: What is the maximum validity period of a TWP? 

A: TWP visa is granted for between 2 to 3 months. However the actually period which the expatriate is 

allowed to stay in Nigeria is usually stamped on the expatriate’s passport upon arrival.  

Q. Can a TWP visa be extended? 

A:  The Nigerian Immigration Service discourages the extension of TWP Visas beyond the period granted. 

Extension is strictly subject to the discretion of the Comptroller General of Immigration. 

Q: Does a TWP allow for multiple entries? 

A: No. A TWP is a single entry visa and expires upon the expatriate’s first exit from Nigeria. 

Q: Can a TWP be regularized into an STR Visa? 

 A: The Nigerian Immigration Service clearly prohibits the conversion of a TWP Visa to a permanent work 

permit. 

Q. Could a TWP be revoked while it subsists? 

A: A TWP Visa could be revoked on ground of fraud or false representation or where the continuous stay 

of the beneficiary is against national interest. 

Q: Could a beneficiary of a TWP issued in respect of Company “A” render services to Company “B” whilst 

in Nigeria? 

A: No. A TWP visa is issued with reference to a specific Company, according provision of services to any 

Company other than the Company stated on the Cablegram is prohibited. 

Q: Are there provisions for dependents of a beneficiary of TWP Visa? 

A: No. Spouses and dependents of beneficiaries of a TWP visa cannot be admitted into Nigeria solely on 

the basis of the TWP visa issued to the principal applicant. 
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